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PROTECTION

LEGAL AID

“If  only I had this knowledge and under-
standing before, I could have helped my 
mother and my siblings. Now I am 
convinced that I need to take better care 
of  myself  and my brothers and sisters in 
order to stay away from violence. I want 
to spread the awareness on the severity 
of  domestic violence with my friends at 
school so they know that these situations 
can occur.” says Chong Ngye

Chong Ngye, an 18-years old student living in Mae Sot had experienced domestic violence throughout her entire life. Her 
mother was beaten up recurrently by her father, thus her siblings and her lived with her grandparents to avoid being beaten 
themselves. Chong Ngye did not know how to help her mother, who suffered from domestic violence for a decade until she ran 
away. She came to realize what domestic and gender-based violence were when she participated in the youth workshops on 
adressing happy family and preventing violence against women and children, as well as personal counselling sessions on future 
goals achievement organized by the Suwannimit Foundation (Third party partner). This also increased her understanding of  Thai 
laws, human rights protection, as well as women and children’s rights.

“I would have not obtained the retroactive birth registration on my own. IOM’s assistance to prepare antenatal care record, child 
vaccination book; to coordinate with the Thai houseowner and to provide interpretation at multiple occasions allowed my son to 
finally receive it. My son has now the birth certificate and ID card, which makes him feel safer and more comfortable to access 
the public services,” says Gay Thew

A married couple of  Myanmar Muslim migrants who entered Thailand 27 years ago seeking better job opportunities, settled in 
Mae Sot and had a son in 2004. The boy was born at home since Ms. Gay Thew and Mr. Kyaw Min Sein did not have the financial 
resources to go neither to the public hospital, nor the private clinic. Hence, the child was deprived from obtaining a birth certifi-
cate, and therefore an education. In 2019, through the community case referral mechanical, Mrs. San San Win, shared the infor-
mation about the necessary process to obtain retroactive birth registration. IOM’s Case Referral Support O�cer took up the 
case to local government authorities to advocate for the boy to receive a birth certificate.
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“Our Bang Kluay Nok Savings Group creates a collaborative learning process, promotes saving habits, builds team capacity 
through the participation of  the group and community members, sharing, understanding, and unity, with the goal of  sustain-
able quality of  life improvement in the community,” says Somsri Kingkaew, Chairperson, Bang Kluay Nok Savings Group.

In collaboration with the Japan International Labor Foundation ( JILAF), IOM supported the Bang Kluay Nok community with 
the establishment of  livelihood projects. This involved trainings and orientation sessions for community members, organized 
by JILAF and the Ranong Community Development Department (CDD) on household economics, organizational manage-
ment, household bookkeeping and the procedures to establish a savings group and mutual aid system. JILAF also arranged a 
study tour to two savings groups in Ranong for them to learn from their best practices and build connections. This resulted in 
the establishment of  the Bang Kluay Nok Savings Group in Ranong, in August 2019. The group was initially founded by 38 
women and had 47 members in May 2020. They are preparing plans to establish a community welfare fund from these savings 
to provide emergency financial support to members in need, and their families. 

Additionally, JILAF supported the group by establishing free basic medicines sponsored by the State Enterprise Workers’ Rela-
tions Confederation (SERC), hand toolkits for boat engine repair, two pooled funds for the emergency response to COVID-19 
from which members can borrow money free of  interest, and a Crab Net Vocational Program Pooled Fund to provide crab 
net raw materials and equipment for members to produce crab nets which are sold to contribute to the pooled fund.


