
• To improve the stability and empowerment of marginalized Myanmar  

Muslims as well as disadvantaged Thais in host communities through  

interventions to improve the living working and access conditions pertaining to 

health education, legal aid protection and livelihoods. 

• To increase the awareness of interventions and strengthen the  

standardization of approaches by international and local humanitarian community 

and local and religious leaders, in their effort to assist the communities and the 

wellbeing of its members 

• To decrease the vulnerability of marginalized Myanmar Muslims and  

disadvantaged Thais in host communities through relationship building, and  

advocacy/awareness-raising with all relevant stakeholders (international  

humanitarian community, local and religious leaders, neighboring Thai  

communities, NGOs, CBOs and the Royal Thai Government). 

OBJECTIVES 

 

KEY FACTS 

Thailand has been a destination and transit country for marginalized Myanmar  

Muslims for decades, particularly after violence erupted in Myanmar’s Rakhine state in 

2012. IOM estimates that up to 10,220 Myanmar Muslims (including Rohingya) are 

believed to be residing 23 host communities spread across Tak, Ranong and Phang Nga 

provinces.  

Myanmar Muslims residing in such communities face highly insecure situations due to 

their irregular status and varying degrees of documentation. In addition to the  

constant threat of arbitrary deportation, their vulnerabilities are exacerbated by high 

levels of poverty, an overall lack of access to public services such as healthcare and 

education and lack of livelihood opportunity. Myanmar Muslims in Thailand also face 

difficulties to get the Certificate of Identity due to their religion.  

In order to address these gaps and provide support to this group, IOM has developed a 

number of interventions relating to five key sectors, namely, education, protection, 

health care, environmental health and water and sanitation as well as livelihood.  
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• Standard Operating Procedures: Flowcharts for SOPs in all five key  

sectors on referral and response protocols with all the stakeholders in 

providing assistance and services have been developed.  

• Water, Sanitation and Hygiene: 1,089 Myanmar Muslim and Others 

were assisted through distribution of water storage containers and 

tanks as well as training on first flush. In addition, 3,019 students and 

community members were reached through "big cleaning day” activities 

and educational sessions on waste segregation and handwashing. 

• Legal Clinic: Among the 2,000 non-Thai newborns who obtained  

Delivery certificates at Mae Sot Hospital (Tor Ror 1/1), 1,873 (94%) have 

received the Birth certificates.  

• Awareness Raising: A total of 32,210 marginalized Myanmar Muslims 

and members of other disadvantaged groups were reached and  

benefited from several interventions such as educational information 

sharing trainings and distribution of materials on migrant registration, 

health insurance, counter trafficking and birth registration.  

• Third Party Mechanism: A total of 1,938 Myanmar Muslims and Others 

were reached through various actions by NGO partners.      

• Through the Migrant Working Group, 219 NGO and CSO workers from 

the three provinces received updates about policy changes and  

developed their capacity to better serve migrant populations.  

• Through the Foundation for Women in Mae Sot, 922 women and  

children were provided with various support, including counselling, 

shelter and other emergency support and gender based violence  

awareness raising and prevention activities.  

• Through Help Without Foundation Thailand in Mae Sot, 1,004 parents 

were provided with information on the importance of education. Direct 

support was provided to 90 children in the form of a transport stipend, 

uniforms and stationary;  

• Through the At-tawfiqiyah Mosque Centre for Quality of Life  

Restoration (Kampuan) in Ranong, 27 disadvantaged women benefited 

from vocational training. In addition, 99 beneficiaries participated in 

trainings on civilian duties, basic traffic law, and labor law.   

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS AND ACTIVITIES (YEARS 1 AND 2) 

Trainings on hygiene are regularly organized fpr students 

in migrant learning centers. Photo: IOM 2017 

Beneficiaries provide their comments on the flowcharts 

showing access to public services. Photo: IOM 2017 

PROTECTION HEALTH LEGAL AID LIVELIHOOD EDUCATION 

FIVE KEY  

SECTORS 

Water shortages have been  mitigated by introducing  

rainwater harvesting systems in four communities in Kura 

sub-district, Phang Nga province. Photo: IOM 2017 
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