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Highlights 
• The COVID-19 situation in Thailand continued to improve 

during May, however there remains a long way to reduce the 
burden of ventilated cases and deaths from COVID-19 
according to WHO. Vaccination rates remain low in some 
provinces and some important risk groups.  

• In May, Thailand’s Ministry of Public Health began changing its 
approach to COVID-19 reporting, and is now only providing 
data of the number of positive cases, and the number of 
hospitalised and severe cases. This forms part of its transition 
towards defining COVID-19 as endemic in Thailand.  

• 1,771,040 (+98,746) Cambodia, Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic and Myanmar (CLM) migrants received a second 
dose of a COVID-19 vaccine in May (45%). The number 
vaccinated in May was nearly three times that in April. 

• After confirming only 2 positive COVID-19 cases on 7 May, 
Cambodia experienced 24 consecutive days of zero reported 
positive cases.  

 

 

Background 

South-East Asia is comprised of source, transit and 
destination countries and is characterized by migration 
inflows and outflows. Due to its unparalleled economic 
growth in the last decade, Thailand is a lucrative destination 
for labour migrants, mainly from South-East Asia. According 
to the Thailand Migration Report in 2019, the number of 
migrants in Thailand reached 4.9 million. The majority of the 
migrant population are from bordering countries, namely, 
Cambodia, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Myanmar and 
Viet Nam. 

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and containment 
measures put in place across Thailand, migrant communities 
have faced an array of challenges. For many, it has resulted 
in loss of employment, as well as limited access to services 
and facilities. 
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COVID-19 SITUATION UPDATES 

On 31 May Thailand’s Centre for COVID‐19 Situation 
Administration (CCSA) reported that the cumulative number of 
cases had reached 4,450,457 (+199,508) with 30,019 (+1,493) 
fatalities.  

 

Figure 1: Distribution of new COVID-19 cases per million 
population by province (WHO) 

 

According to WHO the average number of new laboratory-
confirmed (PCR positive) COVID-19 cases reported per day 
steadily decreased per week during the month of May, with 
Bangkok continuing to report by far the highest daily number of 
COVID cases. Most cases continue to be monitored in hospitels, 
community isolation and home isolation.  

The average number of new cases per million population were 
decreasing across provinces towards the end of May, with lower 
average rates being reported far more widely across the country. 
Most provinces (51) reported an average rate of less than 50 new 
cases per million population, with four provinces (Amnat 
Chareon, Yasothon, Uthai Thani and Angthong) having an average 

rate from 101-150 per million population. Overall, compared to 
other provinces, Bangkok has shown an average of greater than 
200 cases per million population. 

The average number of COVID cases occupying hospital beds per 
day continued to decline in May, paralleled by a decreasing 
number of deaths per day. Increased vaccination rates among 
vulnerable groups would further contribute to a lower number of 
fatalities.   

Although nationally new cases are decreasing, the policy of not 
confirming all probable cases by PCR testing, as well as the 
widespread use of rapid antigen tests (including those available 
'over the counter' that may not be reported), continues to make 
it difficult to accurately monitor actual case counts.  

Vaccination in Thailand continues to significantly reduce levels of 
severe illness and deaths caused by circulating COVID-19 strains. 
High vaccination rates also help to reduce the transmission of 
COVID-19.  

Overall, the COVID-19 situation in Thailand is improving, however 
WHO considers there remains a long way to reduce the burden of 
ventilated cases and deaths from COVID-19 in Thailand. 
Vaccination rates remain low in some provinces and some 
important risk groups. 

 

 

 

 

*Figures for the number of second doses administered in March and April 
have been revised by MOPH (they are now 582,041 and 943,253 
respectively, and have thus impacted the cumulative total). 

 

By 31 May 2022, 141,936,936 (+4,316,701) doses of COVID-19 
vaccine had been administered in Thailand, with a second dose 
coverage of 75 per cent, and third dose coverage of 40 per cent. 

THAILAND 

COVID-19 Vaccination in Thailand 

   
59,519,159 

(+475,501)               
k 

81.6% 

44,999,672* 

(+1,393,579 
doses in May) 

75.7% 

37,418,105 

(+2,447,621)                  
v 

40.6% 

 

COVID-19 VACCINE ROLLOUT  
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Figure 2: Second dose COVID-19 vaccination coverage by 
province (WHO) 

 

Forty-four provinces in Thailand reported more than 70% second 
dose vaccination coverage in May, with four provinces reporting 
50-59 per cent (Mae Hong Son, Tak, Kanchanaburi, and Yala), and 
two with 45-49 per cent in the far south (Pattani and Narathiwat).  

 

COVID-19 VACCINATION AMONG MIGRANTS 

Data released by the MOPH Department of Disease Control (DDC) 
on 5 June reported that a total of 5,203,501 (+159,685) doses of 
COVID-19 vaccine had been administered to foreign nationals 
residing in Thailand. Within this figure, 2,152,034 (+98,749) doses 
were to CLM nationals, who continue to represent the top three 
nationalities:  

 

 

 

 

 

  Myanmar Cambodian Lao 
  

Total 1,490,407 442,953 218,674 

Since April (+68,512) (+21,668) (+8,566) 

 

The total number of second doses administered to non-Thais 
remains at 20 percent of the total number of foreigners 
registered as residing in Thailand. Since April, MOPH DDC have 
included a breakdown of first, second, third and fourth doses 
administered to CLM nationals in Thailand. Using the estimated 
population of 3.9 million (IOM Thailand Migration Report, 2019), 
the second dose coverage among CLM migrants stood at 45 per 
cent on 5 June.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policy updates: Migrant workers 

The COVID-19 measures for MOU workers have been eased. From 
1 May 2022, a migrant worker who has been vaccinated fully and 
has a negative ATK test, or if not fully vaccinated but has RT–PCR 
test result within 72 hours, they can enter Thailand without 
staying in a quarantine facility. Those who are not fully vaccinated 
and do not have RT–PCR test results, are required to stay at the 
quarantine facility for 5 days. 

On 10 May 2022, the first group of MOU Myanmar workers came 
to work with employers in Thailand through Mae Sot district 
checkpoint, Tak province. There were 287 workers traveling via 
the Yangon-Myawaddy-Mae Sot route. This group of Myanmar 
workers is considered the first group of workers after the Center 
for Covid-19 Situation Administration (CCSA) announce to relax 
immigration measures from 1 May 2022. 

Interceptions at the border with Thailand 

The CCSA has not released updated data regarding the number of 
persons intercepted at different points along the Thai border 
since 18 April. 

 

THE UN NETWORK ON MIGRATION 
CONTINUES TO ADVOCATE FOR 

SCALING-UP VACCINATION COVERAGE 
AMONG NON-THAI POPULATIONS 

RESIDING IN THAILAND. 

POLICY UPDATE 

https://www.prachachat.net/csr-hr/news-933758
https://www.bangkokbiznews.com/social/1003605


IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON MIGRANTS IN THAILAND MAY 2022  4 

 

 

 

 

 
As reported previously, the Baan Haad Lek Point of Entry in Trat 
Province, reopened on 1 May 2022. Not many travelers were 
reported to have crossed this POE in May, however trucks 
transporting goods from Thailand to Cambodia continue its 
regular use. 

The Chong Chom checkpoint in Surin Province reopened on 6 
May. 

 

 

 

The Thai-Myanmar Township Border Committee (TBC) agreed to 
open the Mae Sai and other border checkpoints on June 1 to 
boost local economies and resume cross-border trade. 
Checkpoints in Chiang Khong, Mae Sai and Chiang Saen districts 
will be opened to border pass holders. Border pass holders have 
to present a certificate of vaccination or ATK result. The 
committee also proposed opening the first and second Thai-
Myanmar Friendship Bridges and another five temporary border 
crossing checkpoints in Mae Sai district, Chiang Rai. 

Ranong land border reopened on 1 May 2022. 

On 31 May, Kanchanaburi governor announced the reopening of 
Ban Phu Nam Ron checkpoint on 1 June to travelers and vehicles. 

 

 

 
On 8 May 2022 the Thailand-Laos Friendship Bridge in Nongkhai 
Province reopened to travelers. The Nong Khai Governor signed 
an order to allow all vehicles to enter from Laos at the Thai-Lao 
Friendship Bridge and Tha Sadej pier by the Mekong River in 
Muang district, starting on 8 May 2022.  

On 9 May, Nakhon Phanom reopened the third friendship bridge 
and a ferry pier, both linking Muang district in the province with 
Khammouane province in Laos. Other temporary crossings in 
Muang, Tha Uthen and That Phanom districts remain closed until 
authorities of the two countries agree to open the gates. 

On 23 May 2022, Chong Mek PoE in Ubon Ratchathani reopened. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NUMBER OF DOCUMENTED MIGRANT WORKERS             
(as of March 2022) 

In May, the Foreign Workers Administration Office of the 
Department of Employment released its latest data (from March) 
regarding the total number of documented migrant workers in 
Thailand. The total number of documented migrants from 
Myanmar, Cambodia and the Lao People’s Democratic Republic 
stood at 2,124,753 (386 more than reported in March, with only 
the number of Myanmar nationals experiencing a significant 
increase): 
 

 Myanmar Cambodian Lao 

 
1,504,413 
(+13,623) 

435,935 
(-6,367) 

184,405 
(-7,642) 

 
 

  

 

 
As of 5 June 2022, Border Patrol Police reported that there were 
134 (-21) persons in 4 OQs (M=52, F= 82): 

• Mae Chan, Chiang Rai: 31 (M=16, F=15)  

• Mae Sot, Tak: 57 (M=15, F=42) 

• Sadao, Songkhla: 44 (M=21, F=23) 

• Mueang, Nongkhai: 2 (F=2)   

 

All 134 migrants in OQs tested negative for COVID-19. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

On 5 June, commune elections took place in Cambodia. 
Cambodian migrants face challenges in returning to the country 
in order to vote, and the number of returnees are expected to 
remain low. In contrast, however, large population movements 
are expected within the country.   

 

COVID-19 CASES IN CAMBODIA  

In May, 11 confirmed positive COVID-19 cases were reported and 
zero deaths, bringing their cumulative totals to 136,262 and 3,056 
respectively.  

CAMBODIA 

IMMIGRATION DETENTION CENTERS (IDCs) AND 
ORGANIZATIONAL QUARANTINES (OQs) 

THAILAND - MYANMAR BORDER 

THAILAND - CAMBODIA BORDER 

THAILAND - LAO BORDER 

POLICY UPDATE 



IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON MIGRANTS IN THAILAND MAY 2022  5 

 

 

 

No PCR or rapid tests at POEs are required except for those that 

do not have any  proof of vaccination, or have only received a 

first dose from the preliminary vaccination scheme. Having less 

testing in country, the reported number of cases have been also 

decreased during the last weeks, especially on imported cases 

where the number is 0 since weeks. 

 

 
 

On 17 May, the MOH announced a temporary suspension of its 

vaccination programme for three days (4-6 June) in order to 

support the commune elections (#381/22). 

On 20 May, the MOH further announced its plan to provide fifth 
doses of the COVID-19 vaccine to the population.  

At the end of May, the Royal Government of Cambodia reported 
vaccination coverage of over 100 per cent in all age groups apart 
from 2-5 years which stood at 66.76 per cent. The largest increase 
in monthly vaccination figures was seen in the fourth dose.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Battambang, Banteay Meanchey and Oddor Meanchey provinces, 
there is still one quarantine center available for returnees, as well as 
treatment centers which were moved to referral hospitals in the 
respective province. The number of returnees on TC is 0 and those in QC 
are very low compared to previous months (up to 100 per month only) 

 

 Figure 3: MRC assistant providing one-to-one counselling to a returning 
migrant worker on local employment and skills development 

opportunities, Banteay Meanchey, Cambodia (IOM Cambodia @2022) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Updates on border control measures 

The Lao People’s Democratic Republic officially opened all its 
international Points of Entry (POE) on 9 May 2022. The 
government of Lao PDR has increased the number of flights 
between Lao PDR and other countries and has also begun 
approving international buses between Lao PDR and other 
countries, especially with Thailand. For example, international 
bus routes from Vientiane, Savannakhet and other POEs in central 
Laos have been approved to restart operations.  

Since then, Lao migrants have begun to return to Thailand and 
other countries in the Greater Mekong Sub-region. Overall, 
movement along the Thai border is more in the direction of 
Thailand.  According to data from the Immigration Department, 
there has been average of 1,500 – 2,000 people per POE during 
the weekend and 800 – 1,200 people during week days. This 
increased mobility followed a meeting between the government 
of Lao PDR and the Royal Thai Government, where it was agreed 
to reduce the amount of documentation needed to cross the 
border.  

With the official opening of all international checkpoints in Lao 
PDR, Lao migrants can travel to ASEAN countries by passport and 
COVID-19 vaccination green card only. Fully vaccinated foreign 
travelers apply for an entry visa to enter Lao PDR, and are no 
longer required to complete quarantine. 

In contrast, local and traditional checkpoints remain closed 
nationwide.  

COVID-19 Vaccination in Cambodia 

   
15,040,851 

(+99,407) 
14,319,697 

(+118,068) 
9,226,377 

(+655,608) 
 

 
2,528,973 

(+798,962) 

 

LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 

IMMIGRATION DETENTION CENTERS (IDCs) AND 
ORGANIZATIONAL QUARANTINES (OQs) 

POLICY UPDATE 

COVID-19 VACCINE ROLLOUT  
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COVID-19 CASES IN LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC  

The Lao Ministry of Health reported 2,261 (-27,821) new COVID-
19 cases in May, with 12 (-66) deaths. The cumulative number of 
cases reached 207,714 at the end of May, with 756 deaths.  

 

 

 
 

 
 
Since 1 May, the government of Lao PDR has officially closed all 
quarantine centers nationwide. Travelers who enter the country 
and test positive for COVID-19, are required to quarantine at their 
booked hotel and seek medical support from the main hospital in 
at the provinces where they are traveling in. 

 

 

 

The Lao Ministry of Health continue to attain high vaccination 
coverage in first, second and booster doses among its population 
from the age of 6.  

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL UPDATES  

Throughout the pandemic IOM Laos has reported on the different 
challenges faced by Lao migrants. One significant element has 
been the availability of jobs for returning Lao migrants from 
Thailand and other neighbouring countries as a result of the 
different lockdown measures and travel restrictions. Since the 
borders have now officially opened, and restrictions have eased 
in the region, many Lao migrants have decided to return to 
Thailand and other destination countries to seek employment.  
This has directly impacted the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the 
Immigration Department in terms of the management at the 
border. The government of the Lao PDR has recently signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding with the government of South 
Korea on the recruitment of factory and agricultural workers, 
which has resulted in an increase in applications among Lao 
migrants to seek opportunities and approved documents here. 

 

 

 

 

 

During the reporting period, Myanmar applied two COVID-19 
preventive measures guidelines for travelers. Those who come to 
Myanmar with commercial flights need health declaration form, 
COVID-19 vaccination record, health insurance for foreigners, PCT 
test negative result before 72 hours arrival, and RDT test negative 
at arrival.  

https://mohs.gov.mm/page/18137    

-For those who pass through the border areas require COVID-19 
vaccination record, health declaration form, three days 
quarantine for fully vaccinated people and five days quarantine 
for unvaccinated or incomplete vaccinated person. 

https://mohs.gov.mm/page/18139 

 

COVID-19 CASES IN MYANMAR             

In May the Ministry of Health reported 453 confirmed COVID-19 
cases and zero deaths, bringing the cumulative totals to 613,336 
and 19,434 respectively. The test positivity rate and death rate in 
Myanmar have continued to decline since February.   

 

COVID-19 VACCINATION             

On 31 May the Myanmar MOH reported that a total of 33,585,519 
(+2,947,997) people had received a COVID-19 vaccination 
including a booster dose. It further announced its plan to expand 
the COVID-19 school based vaccination program for ages five to 
twelve years old when the schools resume in June 2022. 
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COVID-19 Vaccination 
in Lao PDR 

  

79.1% 
5,809,748 

(+27,948) 

68.8% 
5,052,438 

(+141,696) 
 

MYANMAR 

 

IMMIGRATION DETENTION CENTERS (IDCs) AND 
ORGANIZATIONAL QUARANTINES (OQs) 

POLICY UPDATE 

COVID-19 VACCINE ROLLOUT  

https://mohs.gov.mm/page/18137
https://mohs.gov.mm/page/18139
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ACTIVITY UPDATES FROM UN NETWORK 
ON MIGRATION MEMBERS 
 

 

The UNMN sub-group on COVID-19 continues to be the platform 
for stakeholders to share best practices and lessons learnt with 
the objective of achieving a migrant-inclusive pandemic response. 
MOPH DDC Office for International Cooperation has been invited 
to participate in the meetings on a monthly basis, with the aim of 
channeling the challenges highlighted by the group to the 
relevant authorities and seek resolution. 

 

 

 

IOM Thailand 

As one of its COVID-19 response projects comes to a close next 
month, IOM supported the provision of ATKs to its partners in 
Chiang Mai, Mae Sot, Ranong, Nonthaburi and Pathum Thani. 
Relief packages of food, non-food and hygiene items were 
delivered to support migrants in Nonthaburi and Pathum Thani.  

With funds from the Australian Government, IOM and its partner 
World Vision Foundation of Thailand had supported 1,526 
migrants in four provinces around Bangkok receive a dose of a 
COVID-19 vaccine by mid-May.  

IOM continues to support the national COVID-19 1422 Hotline, 
available in three migrant languages, aiming to increase the 
availability of, and access to information about vaccine safety 
among migrants in Thailand. 

  

IOM Cambodia 

Through the Poipet Migrant Resource Centre (MRC), IOM 
Cambodia has provided safe migration orientation and awareness 
raising to a total of 3,259 returning migrant workers (1,324/41% 
females). Within this group, 26 benefited from safe migration 
support through one-to-one counselling, receiving counselling 
and orientation on employment and skills development 
opportunities.  

The MRC in Poipet also received a complaint case of trafficking on 
a fishing boat from one male migrant who was offered 
counselling, and his case referred to the Transit Center and 
partner organization for further legal action and support. 

Under its Skills Development Training programme, in partnership 
with the National Polytechnic Institute of Angkor (NPIA) in Siem 
Reap province, IOM Cambodia has been providing technical and 
vocational skills training to 26 returning migrant workers (4 
females) in Electrical Wiring and Refrigerator and AC Servicing. 

 

 

 

Figure 5: Skills development training in Electrical Wiring and 
Refrigerator and AC Servicing, Cambodia (IOM Cambodia @2022) 

 

RESPONSE 

Figure 4: Contact details for the national 1422 
COVID-19 Hotline that is available in migrant 

languages. 
 

IOM 
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IOM Laos  

IOM Laos signed an MOU with the Lao Immigration Department 
on 21 April to Enhance Border Management Capacity in the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic through Technology Improvement 
at all 32 International Checkpoints until March 2023.  

As part of the model of Immigration Smart Service Policy, IOM 
Laos has been working with a Japanese company to assess the 
feasibility of using solar cell technology as a solution to be 
installed at selected checkpoints.  

 

 

 

ILO’s Migrant Resource Centre (MRC) for COVID-19 Response in 
Phetchaburi provides support for a total of 1,245 migrant workers 
(655 men; 590 women) via community outreach activities, 
delivered by the MVHIs with support from its partner, Raks Thai. 
Types of support included COVID-19 information sharing and 
consultation, PPE and IEC distribution. 

 

 

 

More than 5,000 people in Tak Province were reached through 
sessions which provided information on prevention and access to 
vaccination services, organised by UNICEF-partner organization, 
Borderland Health Foundation (BHF). BHF worked with local 
health authorities, hospitals, and migrant health volunteers to 
identify pockets of unvaccinated migrants and engaged with their 
community leaders. 

In May, UNICEF began working with the Sermpanya Foundation 
to conduct mobile cinema screenings on COVID-19 vaccine 
literacy to understand the benefits of the vaccine, eligibility, 

possible side effects, etc. and on COVID-19 prevention to remind 
that practices such as social distancing, hand washing and the use 
of masks are still very important. The project plans to reach 5,000 
people (3,100 adults and 1,900 children) in the provinces of Tak 
and Kanchanaburi, reaching migrant children and their families 
and, in particular, those migrants working as agricultural workers, 
on construction sites and in factories. 

UNICEF continues its work with Raks Thai and World Vision 
Thailand on Health Case Management (screening, tracking, first 
aid consultation, referral, and follow up). UNICEF also continues 
to support Community Mass Rapid Testing in migrant 
communities, and worked with partners to distribute essential 
non-food items and hygiene supplies to migrant communities 
affected by lockdown, and in home isolation.     

 

 

 

Forty-two women migrant workers accessed to GBV counseling 
services and six of them were referred to essential services 
provided by GBV networks in Bangkok, Chiang Mai, and Mae Sot, 
supported by Safe and Fair Programme, UN Women. 

Safety Planning for VAW during the COVID-19 and alcohol gels 
were distributed to fifty women migrant workers through the 
outreach activities and GBV training to respond to violence 
against women migrant workers in Mae Sot, Tak Province. The 
safety planning was available in nine languages and available 
here. 

 

 

 
 

 

UNICEF 

UN WOMEN 

ILO 

https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/05/safety-planning-for-violence-against-women-during-the-covid-19-pandemic#:~:text=Safe%20and%20Fair%20is%20implemented,women%20in%20the%20ASEAN%20region

