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SITUATION OVERVIEW
CONTEXT — IMPACT OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

In January 2020, Thailand became the second country to confirm a COVID-19 case. The country has since
experienced four waves of outbreaks, the most significant of which took place between June and October
2021 with the emergence of the Delta variant, and later between January and April 2022 with Omicron. By
mid-July, the Center for COVID-19 Situation Administration (CCSA) reported that Thailand had a
cumulative total of 4,545,043 cases and 30,835 deaths. On 5 July 2022, Thailand passed the milestone of 140
million doses being administered, with a second dose coverage of 76.5 per cent, and third dose coverage of
43 per cent.! The country’s overall response and ability to mitigate risks of infection have led the World
Health Organization (WHO) to consider Thailand as a success story in pandemic response. This success
remains deeply contingent on Thailand’s ability to remain vigilant in its whole-of-society approach to
maintain effective public health response and mitigation, manage cross-border movements and resume
economic activities.

This year, the Royal Thai Government (RTG) and its partners continue their efforts to reduce community
transmission of COVID-19 in Thailand mindful that while substantial achievements have been made, the
need to remain vigilant persists as new variants and sub-variants continue to emerge. In July 2022, globally,
the number of weekly cases increased for the fifth consecutive week, after a declining trend since the last
peak in March 2022. At the regional level, a similar trend is also observed with weekly cases increasing in
Asia.2 In Thailand cases also continue to rise, including the number of severe cases identified in country.

The impact of the pandemic on the country’s economy has been severe, with an estimated 6.1 per cent
decline in the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in 2020. However, the Thai economy appears to be on a path
of recovery from this contraction and grew by 1.6 per cent in 2021. The Royal Thai Government’s Office of
the National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC) expects the economy to expand in the
range of 3.5 — 4.5 per cent in 2022.

Migration remains a key feature of Thailand society, representing approximately seven per cent of Thailand’s
total population, the number of international migrants residing and working in Thailand is estimated at 4.9
million (pre COVID-19). Thailand hosts nearly half of all migrant workers who migrate within the
Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) countries. As of May 2022, according to the Ministry of
Labour, there were 2,161,578 registered foreign workers in Thailand. 1,935,055 were migrant workers from
Cambodia, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Myanmar and Viet Nam with the largest representation
coming from Myanmar. Their presence is a testament to the economic success of Thailand, which provides
higher wages and better job opportunities than many of its neighbours. It is also a result of a rapid
demographic transition in the country, where the steadily declining fertility rate has resulted in a high
dependency ratio, effectively shrinking the proportion of working-age people relative to older people and
increasing the need for migrant workers.

' The Center for COVID-19 Situation Administration (CCSA). (2022, July 10). Retrieved July 14, 2022, from
https://ddc.moph.go.th/viralpneumonia/eng/index.php

2 WHO Thailand Weekly Situation Update No. 242
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Migrant and mobile populations in many contexts have a high risk of infection and are disproportionately
impacted by the social and economic impacts of COVID-19 due to several factors and barriers such as lack
or inadequate access to proper information on prevention, limitations in or exclusions from accessing
diagnostic and treatment services, cramped and crowded living and working conditions, stigma and
discrimination, and other factors. There is ample evidence that the pandemic has exacerbated many of the
existing vulnerabilities faced by migrants and other people on the move. Thailand, with its significant
population of migrants from the region, was no exception. In July 2021, as Thailand approached its first
major peak of the pandemic and its fourth wave, Cambodian, Laotian and Myanmar migrants accounted for
14 per cent of the national caseload and experienced an infection rate three times higher than their Thai
counterparts, according to the Ministry of Public Health (MoPH).

Access to treatment, testing and vaccination was limited, and through the funding raised through its 2021
Appeal, IOM launched a number of interventions to support migrants that faced significant hardship as a
result of the different restrictions and prevailing economic situation. While the situation has since improved
with an overall easing of restrictions and implementation of mitigation measures, the recovery phase will
require continued support. A key element in this recovery is the national COVID-19 vaccination effort and
the need to scale up coverage among non-Thai communities in the country, alongside continued efforts to
advocate for and ensure that universal to and
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https://thailand.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1371/files/documents/IOM%20Thailand%20SRRP%20%202021.pdf

