
 

When conflicts or disasters erupt, they can disproportionately affect migrants living, 
working, or transiting in the country. Experience during these crises has shown that 
addressing the needs for assistance of vulnerable groups, particularly migrants,  
remains a major challenge. Migrants may require targeted assistance due to unique 
vulnerabilities, needs, and capacities, which can be overlooked in crisis preparedness, 
emergency response, and recovery. 

The Migrants in Countries in Crisis (MICIC) Initiative, a government-led effort co-
chaired by the United States and the Philippines, aims to improve the protection of 
migrants when the countries in which they live, work, study, transit, or travel  
experience a conflict or natural disaster. As a country that has faced a number of  
crises, including the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami and 2011 nationwide floods, Thailand 
has been actively participating in MICIC since 2014 and was the first destination  
country in the Asia-Pacific to pilot the initiative.  

As the MICIC Secretariat, IOM supports the dissemination of guidelines and the  
development of related capacity building tools. In Thailand, The MICIC Initiative is  
implemented as a component of the Migration Assistance and Protection Programme 
(MAPP),  a migrant assistance project funded by the US Department of State— Bureau 
of Population, Refugees and Migration (PRM).  

 

KEY FACTS OVERVIEW 
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Under the framework of the MICIC initiative, IOM has been implementing activities in 
Thailand to support national authorities and other stakeholders to reduce the  
vulnerability of international migrants as well as Thai nationals abroad during disasters 
and conflicts. Key activities include: 

• Institutional capacity building trainings, including training of trainers, to train 
stakeholders on local contingency plans and operating procedures for  
assistance to migrants. 

• The development of Standard Operation Procedures (SOPs) to enhance  
collaboration in crises among national institutions.  

• Awareness raising, community events and emergency drills to enhance  
preparedness and access to response for migrants at risk and host communities. 

MICIC IN THAILAND 

Implementation Period:  

July 2014 - Present  

Project Partners:  

Royal Thai Government,  

CSOs, NGOs and Migrant  

Communities 

Target Beneficiaries:  

Migrants, Government Officials  

in charge of Crisis Management, 

Consular Staff, Foreign Service 

Officers, Migrant Organizations 



Apr 2018: Community-based disaster 
risk management workshop in Mae 
Sot, Tak province organized for 18  
participants in collaboration with the  
Department of Disaster Prevention 
and Mitigation (DDPM).  

Mar 2018: Study visit to Thailand by 
11 Vietnamese Government Officials 
to exchange views and information 
with representatives of the Royal Thai 
Government on best practices in 
dealing with migration crises.  

Dec 2017: One-day training piloted 
together with DDPM in Samut Sakhon 
province to build the capacity of  
migrant communities in preparedness 
and response to crises.  

Sep 2017: Regional Roundtable on 
Reducing Migrant Vulnerabilities in 
Times of Crisis in Southeast Asia held 
in Manila, the Philippines with the  
active participation of the Royal Thai 
Government.    

Sep 2017: Provincial-level workshop 
in Mae Sot to raise awareness 
amongst 28 participants from civil 
society and government on  
addressing migrant vulnerabilities in 
times of crisis. 

Aug 2017: IOM presented the MICIC 
Guidelines to over 100 consular staff 
from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
during a session on assisting Thai  
nationals abroad in times of crises.  

RECENT ACTIVITIES IN THAILAND 

THE MICIC GUIDELINES 

Released in 2016, the MICIC Initiative developed  

Guidelines to Protect Migrants in Countries Experiencing 

Conflict or Natural Disaster. These non-binding 

and voluntary Principles, Guidelines, and  

Practices identify the roles and responsibilities of  

different stakeholders vis-à-vis migrants in countries in 

crisis and provide concrete guidance on how to prepare 

for and respond to crises in ways that protect and  

empower migrants. The guidelines have been translated 

into Thai and sensitization activities are being carried out 

amongst key stakeholders at the local, provincial and 

national level. 


