
IOM has been working to counter trafficking in persons for over two  

decades with the twin goals of preventing trafficking in persons and to  

protect victims, in ordinary time and in crisis, while offering them  

support on their path to recovery.  

Globally, IOM has assisted over 90,000 trafficked persons with one in 

seven identified victims of trafficking worldwide receiving specialized  

protection and assistance services. Over a quarter of trafficked persons 

identified and assisted by IOM originate from East and Southeast Asia.  

Since 1998, IOM Thailand has worked in the Greater Mekong Sub-

Region to improve the identification and assistance of trafficked  

persons, to partner with government and law enforcement officials to 

prosecute traffickers, and to collaborate with government and civil  

society actors in promoting life skills among those most vulnerable, 

thereby reducing the likelihood of future trafficking.  

As a leading agency on assistance and protection for victims of  

trafficking in Thailand and Southeast Asia, IOM works closely with the 

Royal Thai Government to implement initiatives under the areas of  

prevention, protection, prosecution and partnerships.  

Due to long-standing relationships, IOM has access to government-run  

shelters and is often involved in the training of officials government  

officials (including law enforcement and social welfare officials) on  

victim-sensitive and protection-oriented approaches in assisting  

victims of trafficking, as well as prevention.   

Key Facts 

4,194 
Migrants benefitted from  

outreach on safe migration and 

human trafficking in 2018  

3,850 
Migrants benefitted from direct 

assistance initiatives in 2018 

352 
Royal Thai Government officials 

benefited from capacity-building  

activities in 2018 
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IOM collaborates with the Royal Thai Government and 

key stakeholders to promote safe migration through 

education campaigns and workshops in vulnerable  

communities.  

Through such trainings, migrants and other  

stakeholders are sensitized on the benefits of regular 

migration, risks associated with irregular migration,  

migrant rights and available avenues of assistance,  

including social protection services. In 2018 alone, 

4,194 migrants were reached. 

In addition, IOM works together with NGOs and CSOs 

to strengthen referral networks on human trafficking 

and implement measures that address vulnerabilities. 

These include birth registrations and the distribution 

of medical kits for fishery workers.  

In promoting freedom and a chance at a new life, 

IOM provides direct assistance to victims which can 

include interpretation assistance, medical and  

psychosocial support, assisted voluntary return, and 

reintegration assistance.  

IOM also supports the Royal Thai Government in  

ensuring comprehensive assistance to victims  

residing in shelters through interpretation and  

psychosocial assistance services. 

IOM also provides return assistance to and from  

Thailand. Since 1998, over 4,000 victims have  

returned from Thailand to their countries of origin. 

For Thai victims of trafficking, reintegration  

assistance is provided upon their return to Thailand.  

IOM aims to strengthen the criminal justice  

responses to human trafficking and increasing the 

prosecution and criminalization of perpetrators. 

IOM Thailand has helped developed a standardized 

training program on human smuggling and trafficking 

for the Royal Thai Police. Enhancing the capacity 

these officials to adopt victim-sensitive approaches 

during their first interactions with potential victims is 

crucial to promoting effective justice delivery. 

Joint cross-border workshops with officers from  

Cambodia, Laos, Malaysia and Myanmar on  

international cooperation in investigation of  

smuggling and trafficking cases are also conducted. 

This is in addition to inter-agency trainings for Thai 

immigration officers, police, and prosecutors.  

In view of the fact that trafficking syndicates operate 

across borders, IOM’s counter-trafficking activities  

emphasize cross-border cooperation and provides  

support to bilateral Standard Operating Procedures, 

Memorandums of Understanding and Case  

Management Meetings for the return and  

reintegration of victims of trafficking.  

In particular, IOM assists the Governments of Thailand 

and Myanmar through the border cooperation  

mechanism (BCATIP) where it provides advice to  

officials on the prevention of trafficking in persons and 

assistance to vulnerable migrants. 

IOM also supports NGO/CBO coordination on anti-

trafficking efforts. In Mae Sot, meetings are held on a 

monthly basis with 23 organizations. 


